
Historical Summary of Sheriff’s Budget Appeal Process 

 

 

 Since 1992, only four sheriffs’ budget appeals have resulted in Commission action, three of the four were from Lee County.  The 

table below details the appeals filed since 1992.   

 

Year County Results 

91-92 Clay Withdrawn 

92-93 Lee Administration Commission Action:  Outcome unknown 

95-96 Charlotte Withdrawn 

  Suwannee Withdrawn 

96-97 Suwannee Withdrawn 

  Charlotte Withdrawn 

97-98 Lee 

Administration Commission Action: Petition was denied on 

3/10/98 

98-99 Collier Withdrawn 

99-00 Alachua Withdrawn 

  Lee 

Administration Commission Action: Petition was partially 

granted for an additional $1,075,724 

02-03 Charlotte Withdrawn during Administration Commission Meeting 

  Hendry Withdrawn 

04-05 Collier Withdrawn 

06-07 Gilchrist Withdrawn 

07-08 Walton Withdrawn 

10-11 
 

Pasco 
Alachua 

Withdrawn 
Withdrawn 

   

 

 

The process through which a sheriff can appeal the county commission’s decision on a budget was initially written into law in 1957 as 

part of an overhaul of the compensation process for county sheriffs.  HB 84, which subsequently was signed into law as Chapter Law 

57-368, was passed with the intent to abolish the fee system for the compensation of county sheriffs as well as to establish a 

comprehensive salary scale for county sheriffs.  The legislative intent, as noted in Section 1 of the act, was also to establish a 

uniformity of budgeting procedure to promote more efficient and accurate auditing and handling of county finances.  Below are the 

key points of the initial and subsequent chapter law relating to sheriffs’ budget appeals. 

 



 Chapter Law 57-368 

o Set salary structure based on county population 

o Provided for the sheriff to submit a certified proposed budget to the board of county commissioners 

o Sworn statement the expenditures are necessary for operation of the sheriff’s office and jail. 

o Provided that the budget shall itemize the following categories; salary of the sheriff, deputies, and assistants, expenses, 

equipment, investigations, and a reserve for contingencies 

o Provided a process for the sheriff to request additional expenditures due to emergency situations 

o Provided the board of county commissioners could require the sheriff to correct mathematical errors etc 

o The board of county commissioners could not reduce the proposed expenditures without the consent of the sheriff 

unless within 60 days after receipt of the budget, it first obtains the approval, by a majority vote of the Board of 

Appeals of county officers’ budgets (composed of the governor, the attorney general, and the comptroller). 

o If the Board of Appeals of county officers’ budgets does not approve the reduction, the budget submitted by the sheriff 

shall be adopted. 

o The act also set up the board of county officers’ budget appeals as the board responsible for hearing the appeals and 

keeping records of the appeals 

 Chapter Law 59-216 

o Provided that the board of county commissioners must take action (amend, modify, reduce, etc) on the sheriff’s by 

August 1 of each year and provide written notice to the sheriff. 

o Provided the sheriff had 10 days to after receiving the notice to file an appeal with the board of county officers’ budget 

appeals via a petition which sets the reasons or grounds for the appeal. 

o Provided the board of county commissioners had five days to reply to the petition. 

o Provided that the Board of Appeals, within thirty days of the filing of the petition, shall consider the petition and may 

require a hearing. 

o The Board of Appeals was required to issue a decision, by a majority vote, to approve the action of the board of county 

commissioners or the sheriff’s proposed budget, or amend or modify the budget.  

o Provided the Board of Appeals decision is final. 

 Chapter Law 69-106  
o No substantive changes related to sheriff’s budget appeals 

 Chapter Law 71-355 

o No substantive changes related to sheriff’s budget appeals 

 Chapter Law73-349 
o Changed the responsibility for hearing the budget appeals from the board of county officers’ budget appeals to the 

“State Department of Administration” to conform with the Governmental Reorganization Act of 1969. 

o Required the department of administration to file, by February 1 of each year, a report as to the appeals made pursuant 

to the section and submit it to the presiding legislative officers and appropriations chairs. 

 Chapter Law 74-103 



o Provided the sheriff had 30 days (previous time frame was 10 days) to file an appeal 

o Changed the body responsible for hearing the appeal to the “Administration Commission”. 

o Gave the department of administration the authority to determine the format of the appeal provided the “administration 

commission” approves it. 

o Provided that upon receipt of the petition, the secretary of administration shall provide for a budget hearing to consider 

the matters presented in the sheriff’s petition. 

o Provided that a report of the findings of the department shall be submitted to the administration commission, which 

then must take action within thirty days. 

 Chapter Law 77-104 

o Deleted obsolete references 

 Chapter Law 79-190 
o Changed the responsibility for the process of hearing sheriff’s budget appeals from the Department/Secretary of 

Administration to the Executive Office of the Governor. 

 

Chapter Laws 81-259, 82-33, 82-154, 83-204, 82-254, 90-360, 95-147, 95-169, 96-406, 97-96, 2002-193, and 2003-261 contained no 

substantive changes related to sheriff’s budget appeals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


